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OR MOULU.

The beautiful surface noticeable on Erench clocks and
other ornamental work is produced by the process called
or moitlu. The article is.first gilt, and afterwards scratch-
brushed with a thin paste composed of saltpetre and alum,
to which is added a little hematite, or red oxide of iron.
These ingredients are reduced to a fine powder, and
worked up into a paste with a solution of saffron or
annatto, or other colouring matter according to the tint
required, whether red or yellow. When the gilding is
strong, the article is heated until the coating of the above
mixture curls over by being touched with a wet finger.
But when the gilding is only a slight film of gold, the
mixture is merely allowed to remain upon the article for
a few minutes. In both cases the article is quickly washed
with warm water containing in suspension a certain quantity
of the materials referred to. The article is next dried
without washing. Such .parts as may have acquired too
deep a colour are afterwards struck with a brush made
with long bristles. By a series of vertical strokes with the
brush the uniformity of surface is produced.

If the first operation has not been successful, the
colouring is removed by dipping the article in dilute
sulphuric acid, and after well rinsing, the operation is
repeated until the desired effect is obtained.

Bed or moulu is produced by employing a mixture
composed of alum and nitre, of each 30 parts; sulphate of
zinc, 8 parts; common salt, 3 parts; red ochre, 28 parts ;
and sulphate of iron, 1 part. To this may be added a small
quantity of annatto, madder, or other colouring matter,
ground in water.